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DEFORMITIES OF THE NECK. 
By Pror. Louis Bauer, M. D., 


Of Brovklyn, N.Y. 


(Continued from page 295.) 


Some of the casual deformities of the cervical 
region are of aspastic character, periodical in their 
appearance, limited in extent, troublesome in du- 


ration and scarcely amenable to any other than 


surgical treatment. We have seen but a few cases 


of that description, but judging from the numerous 
records of like cases, we entertain no doubt as 
to their frequency. 

Their causation is mostly obscure. Sometimes 
direct injury upon the cervical portion of the spine 
by fall or blow, or a previous concussion of the 
spinal cord may be charged with being the cause 
of the trouble. In others we may discover hyper- 
esthesia of the same organ, but whether this be 
the cause or the result we are often at a loss to de- 
termine. In exceptional instances a prior choreal 
affection in childhood has continued to later years. 
Mental effects, the repeated sights of epileptic pa- 
tients and hysteria are likewise suspected as re- 
mote causes. And still oftener no cause at all can 
be assigned. 

Much is thus left to speculation and chance. 
All authors agree in the observation that but little 
or nothing can, be achieved by the most diversified 
medicinal treatment; whether this be from the in- 
tricacy of the cases, the obscurity of their caus- 
ation, or their habitual character, we feel not 
prepared to determine. On the other hand the 
orthopedic knife has, in many cases, been found a 
serviceable, and in some the only remedy. Hence 
anew field has been opened to orthopedic exploits, 
and to a certain extent that field has been success- 
fully broken. In order to maintain the rising 


credit of tenotomy and myotomy in this class of 
ailments, we should strictly qualify their indi- 
We believe that the operation should be 


cations. 


superficial stratum of the cervical muscles is im- 


plicated. It would be unwise to resort to oper- 
ative measures in recent troubles of this kind and 
before the spasm has become stereotypical, for 
milder remedies may suffice or the spasm may yet 
change from one group to another. 

Why the deeper muscular strata should be pre- 
cluded from the use of the knife is self-evident. 

The diagnosis, although generally easy, may oc- 
casionally be difficult with reference to the exact 
seat and extent of the clo.ic spasms, more es- 
pecially when the deeper muscular strata are in- 
volved. For it is a well known fact that the 
affection does not always display the same degree 
of violence in different muscles, nay, even in the 
differéht parts of one and the same muscle. Thus 
the more intense spastic contraction of one muscle - 
would naturally obscure that of another less agi- 
tated one. And again, the spasm successfully 
overcome by the knife in one muscle may soon re- 
appear in another. All these circumstances should 
teach us precaution as to the prognosis. 
Inasmuch as we have already acquainted you 
with the method of performing tenotomy and my- 
otomy, we shall lose no time at tiffs juncture with 
superfluous repetitions. A surgeon who is not 
capable of appropriating principles or technical 
r¥axims in new exigencies without somebody else 
doing it for him, is scarcely fit for that responsible 
position. But that you may fully understand the 
sort of cases we had in view in our discourse, and 
their management, we propose briefly to sketch 
some in illustration. 
1. In April, 1836, Stromeyer took charge of the 
case of a lady, then some 30 years of age. Asa 
childshe had enjoyed good health. During infancy 
she had been a casual witness of the acquired 
epileptic paroxysms of her brother. But for a 
short period she had been affected with eczema of 
the hands. Later, her nervous system had exhib- 
ited an increasing excitability without giving her 
however any serious trouble. About seven years 
previously, the patient was noticed to incline her 
head toward the shoulder, which was however set 
down as affectation. In the spring of 1835 the 
patient experienced asudden fright, and from that 
time the spasms became more apparent, and grad- 
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ually increased in vehemence. When SrromEyer | 
first saw her he found her in a reclining position 
on a sofa, the head being carefully supported by | 
pillows. On rising, the distortions became mani- 

fest. The head was, with sudden jerks, pulled | 
toward the left shoulder, so as almost to touch it, | 
whereas the face was turned to the right so that 

the left ear came almost in contact with the stern- 
um. The left side of the face became distorted, | 
the left eyeball protruded, and the countenance | 
manifested the expression of terror. In a few 
seconds the spasms subsided and the head could | 
be borne erect, in order to return again with the 
same vehemence in about the same space of time. 
Whilst the spasms lasted it could be clearly d's- | 
cerned that they were located in the sterno-mastofd | 
muscle, which shortened to the half of its length | 
and projected with its contours accordingly. Men- | 
tal excitement and local irritation would augment 
the ephemeral contractions, whereas extension 
would diminish or even prevent them, though | 
causing painful sensations along the affected muscle. | 
During sleep the spasm became quiescent. 

Although for a year forced to a reclining position, 
and deprived of out-door exercises, yet her general | 
health had suffered but little. Her nervous system | 
exhibited of course that excitability which is usually 
coupled with such troubles. The patient had been | 
subject to various medicinal treatment, the use of , 
mineral waters, etc., but she had derived not the 
smallest amelioration therefrom. 

On the 26th of April, Srromeyer subcutaneously | 
divided the sternal portion of the affected mus- | 
cle, in which the spasin seemed to be centred. | 
The momentary reli¢f was most striking. The 
spasm at once subsided, aud the patient could 
easily control the position of the head. Neverthe- | 
less, and in spite of subsequent extension by ai 
appropriate apparatus, the spasms recurred in the 
undivided portion of that muscle. On the 26th 
of May, the sternal extremity was likewise di- 
vided. The patient now quite relieved, went into 
the country ‘‘rejoicing,’’ and took Driburg Spz as 
an after treatment. In September she returned 
with new spastic agitation at the cervical region, 
in which, however, the reunited sterno mastoid 
muscle took no part. The examination disclosed 
the clavicular portion of the trapazius muscle con- 
cerned in the automatic movements. The division 
of that stratum removed the last vestige of the 
trouble. 

For a similar affliction of a merchant, Buyausxy, 
in Petersburg, excised pieces out of the two ex- 
ternal branches of the accessory nerve with but 
temporary relief. 

Amussat’s case, Gazette Médicale, Dec. 1834, No. 


52, presents great similarity with that of Srro- | 


—— OO 


[Vor. X. 


~ —— —~ ~ 


MEYER. The case had been of six years duration, 
and thé affected sterno-mastoid muscle had become 
substantially hypertrophied, when the author di- 
vided the same. The result was instantaneous 
and lasting. 

One of our cases occurred in a justice, 55 years old. 
The clonic spasms of both trapezius muscles had 


| existed for three years when we took charge of it. 


Its cause was doubtful; whether from rheumatism 


, or the removal of a lipome from the right supra- 


scapular region, or any other cause, could not be 
satisfactorily determined. The general health of 


| the patient had not suffered. The spasms had 
| once ceased during an attack of typhoid, but re- 


curred with convalescence. They became likewise 
suspended whilst the patient was asleep. All sorts 
of treatment had been vainly tried. The subcu- 
taneous division of the affected muscles afforded 
permanent relief. 

The other case comprised the right cervical 
muscles in a middle aged gentleman, and was like- 
wise of several years duration. A fall with the 


| cervical region upon a projecting substance had 


evidently been the cause of the afiliction. The 
spastic movements of his head were twofold, rota- 
tory toward the left and strongly inclining toward 
his right shoulder. They seemed to emanate from 
the right sterno-mastoid and platysma-myoides 
muscles. But the division of them brought but an 
indifferent amelioration, on account of the deeper 


| muscular strata being likewise involved. There- 


upon we proceeded to divide the scaleni muscles, 
which were the most tense under extension. We 
commenced the operation by a three inch long in- 
cision at the external margin of the sterno-mastoid 
muscle, and near its thoracic insertion. Having 
divided the fascia in the usual way, we cautiously 
dissected the subjacent connective tissue and fat, 
employing scissor, director and scalpel handle in 
preference to the knife. Thus we approximated 
the scalenus anticus which presented its contours 


_in the base of the wound. Next we isolated that 


muscle behind, placed it upon the director, and 
divided it half an inch above the passing sub- 
clavian artery. Becoming however convinced that 
the deeper cervical muscles took part in the spastic 
distortions, we rested there with our operation. 
The wound gave us no trouble; no hemorrhage 
attended the proceeding. The patient was by no 
means cured, but so materially benefited that we 
had no cause to regret the operative attempt. As 
far as we have been able to trace the patient’s 
whereabouts, we have ascertained that the violence 
of the spasm has been effectually broken, and that 
he is now able to control the remaining incon- 
venience by a stiff necktie made of leather. 
[To be continued.) 
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SURGICAL CASES. 
By Pror. Louis Baver, M. D. 


Of Brooklyn, N. Y. 
White Swelling, Caries of the Kneejoint- Total 
Exsection—Recovery. 

Ellen McMahan, aged 16 years, was admitted 
into the Brooklyn Medical and Surgical Institute | 
on the 24th of September, 1861, suffering from an 
affection of the right knee joint. Her father had 
died of an acute disease, and her mother was still 
alive and well. About nine years previously the 
patient had been attacked by measles. Since then 
she had experienced pain and swelling of the ar- 
ticulation, which, from additional contraction of 
the ham-strings, had eventually become useless. 

On admission, her condition was as follows: 
general health tolerably good and menses in order ; 
the surroundings of right knee joint considerably 
intumised so as to exceed by 14 seconds the cir- 
cumference of the other; temperature moderately 
increased ; color little changed but spotwise of a 
red and red-brown hue; but little pain on press- 
ure; contours of the articulation obscured; fluc- 
tuation distinct at the discolored places, other- 
wise obscured: patella from the flexed position of 
the limb immovable, and displaced toward the 
external condyle of femur; the tibia rotated on 
its axis; eversion of the foot; contraction of ham- 
strings ; rectangular flexion of the member; with- 
in the mentioned limits, mobility of the joint with- 
out distinct crepitus. Rest had been good up to a 
very recent period, but of late had become dis- 
turbed by ‘‘nocturnal pains.’’ In the day time 
she is a little disturbed by soreness and fixed 
dull pain of the articulation, not enough though 
to prevent her walking about on crutches. Affected 
limb in general attenuated. Patient is not aware 
that the recent increase of the symptoms has been 
brought on by any sort of injury. 

Although there was no positive evidence of articu- 
lar caries yet the case was set down as such from 
its duration, the fluctuation and intumiscence of 
the soft parts. 

In correspondence with the surgical principles 
established by the author, it was decided— 

lst. To relieve the joint of its morbid contents 
by carefully executed valvular paracentesis. 

2d. To divide the contracted haw-string muscles, 
and 

3d. To bring the extremity by force in a straight 
position. 

In the beginning of October this programme was 
carried out without any untoward circumstance. 
On that occasion about 2 ounces of pus were ob- 


COMMUNICATIONS. 





tained, which was certainly of ‘‘laudable’’ appear- 
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ance, indicating under the microscope that it had 
already entered upon a fatty metamorphosis. On 
extending the extremity hard crepitus was clearly 
perceptible, and thus the diagnosis confirmed. The 
articulation was then surrounded by closely ap- 
plied adhesive strips and the extremity secured in 
a straight iron splint. 

During the ensuing week all went on well, the 
patient enjoying perfect immunity from pain; all 
she felt was a moderate heat in and about the parts 
immediately concerned. When at the end of that 
time the dressings were removed, a new articular 
collection became noticeable. Otherwise there was 
no material change in the general aspect of the 
articulation, except that the discoloration had 
slightly spread and the integuments at the corres 
ponding places had become more rarified. 

Another puncture being determined on and per 
formed, furnished a more limpid but otherwise 
homogeneous and well constituted pus. The treat 
ment had thus lasted sixteen days, when the in 
creasing suppuration of the articular surface, 
accompanied by proportionate constitutional dis 
turbances, rendered the necessity obvious of re 
moving the disintegrating structures. 

At this juncture a careful analysis was duly made 
of all the circumstances that had attended the case 
since its reception. The freatment had been en- 
tered upon with a view of arresting the disease by 
removing all its collateral complications. Doubts 
were indeed entertained whether such a result 
could be possibly accomplished. The case had of 
late been slightly aggravated by causes not known 
to either the patient nor to the attending surgeon. 
The inference seemed to be rational that the mor- 
bid condition of the affected structures was a 
sufficient cause for the recent change. Next, it 
was impossible to arrive at a definite diagnosis of 
the actual disease of the joint before the contents 
of the same had been evacuated. The puncture 
was therefore designed as both explorative and 
curative. When the hard crepitus of the articular 
faces was thus ascertained, no farther doubt ex- 
isted as to the actual state of the bones. The 
caries of the same was proven by the presence of 
pus and crepitus; but the hardness of the latter 
seemed to indicate that there was likewise necrosis. 
Whenghis fact had been established, the inference 
seemed natural to attribute the recent aggravation 
of the case to the process of elimination of a super- 
ficial sequestrum not yet completely detached. It 
then became obvious that the curative object could 
not be accomplished for which the programme had 
been laid down. The eventuality of resection pre- 
sented itself as next in order, by no means unfore- 
seen. Nevertheless the original plan was strictly 
adhered to as preparatory to impending resection. 
For it will be remembered that surgeons frequently 
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complain of the trouble to retain the bones in | Yet inasmuch as in a prior case of mine, no incon- 


proper apposition, and‘ for this very reason the 
wiring of the same has been resorted to. 
of the cases of resection of the knee joint, by Prof. 

Post, of New York, brought before the Pathological 

Society of that city, that accomplished and learned 

surgeon remarked, that the contracted ham-string 
muscles had first opposed the complete extension 

of the extremity and subsequently disturbed its 
rest and position by frequent muscular agitations. 

So important an observation was not lost upon the 
author, who since many years has paid particular 
attention to the reflex functions of the spinal chord, 

more especially with reference to articular mala- 
dies. The reason why the ham-strings were di- 
vided in the present case, explains itself. 

It can scarcely be said that the preceding oper- 
ation might have possibly precipitated the issue of 
an exsection of the knee-joint, because the local 
trouble evinced already an aggravation when the 
patient was admitted to the Institution, and be- 
cause the operation was not followed by reactive 
symptoms that would justify such a supposition. 

Although the patient had readily given her con- 
sent to the operation, a few days elapsed before 
the latter was performed. During this interval 
the extremity was relieved from all constraint of 
dressing or splint. Nevertheless it preserved with- 
out change its extended position. Meanwhile the 
suppuration speedily advanced, and the integu- 
ments became at places so thin as almost to give 
way; the patient suffered but little from pain. 
The motion of the affected knee became at last so 
free in all directions that no doubt existed as to 
the softened and partially destroyed condition of 
the crutiated and lateral ligaments. 

On the 25th of October the operation was pro- 
ceeded with, the patient being in profound anzs- 
thesia. There is no need of adverting to its de- 
tails, inasmuch as the ordinary method had been 
adopted. The two articular surfaces and the pa- 
tella were removed, the former by a wide bladed 
saw, which I deem preferable to narrow bladed 
ones. Previous to closing the wound I carefully 
dissected out all serous membranes from within 
and the neighborhood of the joint, which, accord- 
ing to Bittrotu, often protract the closing of the 
same and endanger the final result of the operation. 

In all removed but 14 inch of bone, and at that 
1 left perfectly sound and freely bleeding surfaces. 
The hemorrhage from that source prostrated the 
patient considerably and required the free use of 
ice and tampons before it could be arrested. The 
reaction was therefore slow, and stimulants had to 
be used to some extent to bring the patient to. 
The bones were brought in close apposition by 
silver wire. Whether this was still necessary after 





venience had been derived from the wire, whereas 
In one | it had done good service in steadying the extrem- 


ity, I concluded td apply again two wire slings. 
At last’ the limb was placed into an iron splint 
of a peculiar construction, giving firmness and easy 
access to the limb. The splint (Fig. 1,) is very 
simple. At the knee cut out so as 
to leave it free ; with a foot-board 
and fastened to a piece of board 
so as to prevent rolling over. This 
plain contrivance so completely 
answered all requirements that 
there was no need of the costly 
apparatus of Bittrotu and others. 
The patient was at three o’clock 
P. M. safely placed in bed. At six 
o’clock P. M. reaction was not yet 
complete, and the patient vomited 
freely. From that, however, re- 
covery proceeded fairly, and was 
accomplished in ten weeks, when 
she left the establishment. 

The after treatment was ex- 
ceedingly simple. Warm water 
dressing under oil silk, and occa- 
sional warm local baths were used 
as long as suppuration continued. 
Every three or four days when 
the dressings were renewed, the 
patient was placed in a sitting 
posture in the bath and left 
therein for some 20 or 30 minutes. 
Whilst the extremity was carefully supported the 
dressings were taken off, the limb nicely cleaned 
and the wound syringed: then placed on a table, 
and the dressing and splints readjusted. Mean- 
while the bed was made, and thus cleaned and 
rendered comfortable, she was replaced upon her 
water bed, which she used during the whole time. 
I need scarcely say that the patient owed her safe 
and comparatively speedy recovery to the care in 
good nursing and handling she received during 
her stay at the Institution. 

Six months after her discharge from the same, I 
had her photographs taken. In one (Fig. 2.) the 
bare limb is represented, which shows the form 
and cicatrix of the knee. In the other (Fig. 3.) 


the limb is surrounded by the instruments which, 


she was directed to wear for the first year in order 
to get perfect consolidation. In concluding the 
foregoing case I may be permitted to state that on 
a recent examination the bones had perfectly 
united, so that not the slightest mobility remains. 
The entire extremity is but 3? of an inch shorter, 
well nourished and useful, and the constitution of 
the patient is as robust as if she never had under- 





the flexors had been divided, may be questioned. 





gone the least ordeal. 
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With reference to the specimen removed I have 
to add, that the articular surfaces of both femur 
and tibia, and of the patella, were found to be cor- 
roded, and that on the external condyle of the 
former there was a flat piece of dense and evidently 
necrosed bone in progress of detachment. The 
ligaments had undergone softening and partial de- 
struction. The synovial membrane was infiltrated 
with gelatinous material and exhibited luxuriant 
development of connective tissue. 

This is the second case of total exsection of the 
knee joint I have performed; that of Shaw, re- 
ported in these pages, being the first. In either 
case the local result was satisfactory, whilst their 
respective management, though in point of cleanli- 
ness and dressing rather laborious, did not offer 
any difficulty whatsoever. At any rate I had not 
to contend with the much complained of displace- 
ment of the bones. Whether this is owing to the 
previous tenotomy of the flexor or to the use of 
wire in fastening the bones to each other, or to 
both, I leave the reader to decide. 


etaiiailisainen 
Cholera at Bombay. 
A sharp visitation of cholera in Bombay, has 
carried off several Europeans, but the scourge has 
now disappeared.—Lancet. 





PLACENTAL PRESENTATION, 
By J. H. Sherk, M. D., 
Of Philadelphia. 


Placental presentation was considered by those 
who first noticed its occurrence, as accidental. The 
placenta was supposed to have become loosened 
from its attachment to the fundus or sides of the 
uterus above, and to have fallen down over the 
mouth of the womb. Although tle possibility of 
such an occurrence may not be positively denied, 
we at present understand the term ‘Placental 
Presentation’’ as referring to that condition in 
which the plagenta is implanted over the os uteri. 
in like manner as it is to other parts of the uterus 
when more fortunately situated. 

Since the connection between the uterine vessels 
ard those of the placenta is the same in placental 
presentations as when the placenta is situated else- 
where, there must, necessarily, upon the dilatation 
of the os, be some loss of blood. This hemorrhage 
is, indeed, the great danger in cases where the 
placenta is thus unnaturally attached; so great, 
that in those instances where it entirely covers the 
uterine orifice, death is considered almost certain, 
unless the woman be artificially delivered at the 
earliest moment possible. 

The delivery is most easily accomplished in the 
majority of cases, by dilating the os uteri artificially, 
if it be not already sufficiently dilated, introducing 
the hand, separating the placenta from the uterus 
and bringing down the feet of the child. It has 
been recommended by those who subscribe to the 
theory that in uterine hemorrhage during labor, 
the blood proceeds from the ‘‘separated portions 
of the placenta’”’ and not from the uterine vessels, 
that the placenta be withdrawn before the child. 
Every practitioner of midwifery knows that we 
frequently have hemorrhage when the placenta is 
entirely detached ; and that we can depend upon 
uterine contraction alone to check uterine hem- 
orrhage. These facts, to a pract:cal mind, must 
at once prove the absurdity of such a theory. 
RAMSBOTHAM says, ‘‘the hand being completely 
within the uterus, the passing it onward to the 
child’s feet and bringing them down would be 
much more easy than separation of the placenta ; 
and that leaving the child in utero after that mass 
was withdrawn, to be expelled by the natural 
powers, would be to run the risk of a persistence 
of the hemorrhage, and of the woman’s sinking 
under any additional discharge that might after- 
ward ensue.’’ When the placenta has been re- 
moved and the hemorrhage still continues, we are 
to attempt delivery by turning or the forceps; if 
not successful we must resort to craniotomy. 

It is not my intention, however, to enter into 
the particulars of the treatment of placental pre- 
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sentation, but to give a short account of a case 


| 
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woman was bandaged and comfortably placed in 


that occurred to me a month or two ago, in the! bed. Stimulants formed the main feature of the 


management of which I found it necessary to resort 
to means other than those above mentioned to se 
cure the safety of the mother. I saw Mrs. A . 
the wife of a poor Irish laborer, for the first time 
at 9 o’clock in the morning, August 7th last. 
cording to her own calculation she was to be con- 
fined about the Ist of September. 


for eight or ten hours previous to my visit. Tri- 


Ac- | 


‘after treatment. She had an ordinary conva- 


| lescence. The child, a boy, weighing about five 
| and a half pounds, lived two days. 


OOOO LON 


'EprroriaL DepartTMENT. 


She had, how- | 
ever, suffered from what she considered labor pains | 


4 Periscope. 


fling hemorrhage from the vagina had frequently | 


occurred for six months or more ; during the last ; 
two weeks she had been bleeding almost continu- 
ally. Her strength was greatly reduced. An ex- | 
amination per vaginam at once revealed the nature 
of the case to be that of placental presentation. 
There was dilatation to the extent of an inch in | 
diameter. The placenta could be distinctly felt | 
through the orifice, lobular, fleshy, and connected 
with the inner surface of the 03. No mistake 
could easily be made in the diagnosis. The hem- 
orrhage at this time was very slight. I enjoined 
quiet, and expressing the belief that she would not 
immediately need assistance, I left the house, 
promising to return in an hour if not sooner sent 
for. I returned and found matters unchanged, 
very little blood indeed having passed. At 34 
P. M. I again visited her; she was now bleeding 
quite freely. The uterus acting feebly. The os 
was dilated to an extent sufficient to admit of the 
introduction of the hand. The placenta covered 
the whole of the opening, but upon introducing 
the finger into the os on the left side, the edge | 
could be plainly felt. Beyond the placenta the | 
membranes were covered by a soft, fleshy substance, 
easily torn. I prepared toturn. She wasextremely 
nervous, and upon the introduction of the hand 
into the vagina she conducted herself in such a 
manner, as to make an attempt at version, without 
assistance (there was no one but a very ignorant 
woman in attendance), a very hazardous under 
taking. I sent for assistance and forceps. I could 
however wait for neither. The bleeding increased, 
and the case became one demanding immediate 
interference. I administered stimulants with two 
drachms of wine of Ergot (I had a reliable pre- 
paration), then insinuated my finger over the edge 
of the placenta, on the left side, and, with great 
difficulty, ruptured the membranes high up. 





| 


extent. She gasped—fainted. Gave her more 
brandy and half an ounce of wine of Ergot. 
recovered from her swoon, and with her recovery 
came powerful uterine contractions. The child 
was expelled in two pains, pushing the placenta, 
with a fold of the umbilicus hanging over it, before 


it. At twenty minutes wanting of 5 o’clock the 


The! 
hemorrhage immediately increased to an alarming | 


She | 


The Plague. 

The following very interesting extracts from “ Wild 
Scenes in South America, or Life in the Llanos of 
Venezula,”? by Ramon Paez, we copy from the 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal : 

*“*The price of horses in the country is greatly 
enhanced of late in consequence of a devastating 


| disease, which has been raging among them for 


several years past. Great numbers of the 
inhabitants were also carred away by the same 
scourge, which swept over the land like the cholera 
not even sparing the fish in the rivers. 

** This frightful epidemic, which the Llaneros have 
appropriately styled Peste, or plague, is supposed to 
have originated in the great primeval forest of San 
Camilo, at the head waters of the Apure, from de- 
composition of the vegetable detritus accumulated 
there during centuries. From thence, travelling 
eastward along the course of the river, the epidemic 
continued its ravages among the inhabitants of the 
towns and villages situated on the right bank, 
attacking first one place and then another, until the 
whole province scarcely escaped depopulation. Even 
when the mortality abated, the country, which until 
then had possessed a most healthful climate, never 
recovered its former salubrity ; fevers of a more or 
less dangerous character prevail from that time, 
especially towards the end of the rainy season, while 
the raising of horses has been entirely abandoned in 
consequence. 

“The first symptoms of the epidemic appeared 
among the crocodiles, whose hideous carcasses might 

| then be seen floating down the stream in such prodi- 
| gious numbers, that both the waters and air of that 
| fine region were tainted with their effluvium., It was 
| observed that they were first seized with a violent tit 
| of coughing, followed by a black vomit which com- 
| pelled them to quit their watery home, and finally 
find a grave amongst the thickets on the river banks. 
The disease next attacked the fish and other inhabi- 
tants of the water, with equal violence, until it was 
feared the streams would be depopulated. The fear- 
ful mortality among them can be better estimated 
from the fact that, for more than a month, the 
rippling waves of that noble river, the Apure, were 
constantly washing down masses of putrefaction, 
its placid surface being by them actually hidden 





| from view for several weeks. 


“The next victims were the pachydermata of the 
swamps, and it was a pitable sight to see the sluggish 
chiguires (capyvaras) and the grizzly wild-boars 
dragging their paralyzed hind-quarters after them ; 
| hence the name of derrengadera, applied to this 
| disease. 

** Not even monkeys in their aerial retreats, es- 
caped the contagion, and their melancholy cries re- 
sounded day and night through the woods like the 
wailings of the eternally lost. 

“It is asingular fact, that while the scourge did 
not spareany of thecountless droves of horses roaming 
. the savannas of the Apure and adjacent plains, don_ 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| 


| 
| 
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keys and horned cattle were seldom, if ever, attacked, Station on Canal street, in this city, do testify to the 
so that, by their aid, the owners of cattle-farms were | following: Upon the right side of the forehead was a 
enabled to prevent the entire dispersion of their bruise breaking the skin, one inch and a quarter 
herds.”’ | long by a quarter wide. There was a smaller and 


ALLL S 


| liehte : ft si * 
: ; | lighter bruise upon the left side of the forehead. 
The following: may account for the occasional There was a fracture of the bones of the nose and of 


the edge of the superior maxillary bone, all evidentiy 
done by one and thesame blow. There were no other 
| marks of violence upon the body. Before opening 
| the chest and removing the breast bone, it was found 
fractured midway between the fifth and sixth ribs. 
On the inner side of the breast bone, on the right 
| edge, was eflused blood, the result of this fracture, 
In the loose cellular tissue under the breast bone, 
calle@ the anterior mediastinum, was effused a large 
quantity of coagulated blood, extending the whole 
length of the breast bone. The pericardium, or heart 
sac, was distended to its utmost with clotted blood 
and its serum—probably a pint an@ ahalf. Upon 
| removing this we found a rupture, above one inch in 
length, in the ascending cava, or the large wein that 
brings the blood from the lower part of the body to 
| the right side of the heart. Upon further examina- 
tion, we found a rupture of the left auricle, near a 
half inch in diameter. This rupture was at the apex 
of the auricle, commonly called the dog’s ear. There 
was also a tear of the heart’s sac itself more than 
two inches, at the point where it is reflected from the 
base of the heart and large vessels, from which 
escaped the blood found in the mediastinum men- 
tioned above. Upon opening the heart, there was 
found a laceration of the living membrane of the 


development of malignant pustule among those who 
handle hides from South America :— 

“Tt was late in the evening when we partook of 
our only meal that day, and we afterwards retired to 
rest, but not to sleep, owing to the incessant noise 
made by the cattle in the corrals, who, during the 
whole night, were rushing to and fro as if goaded by 
demons. Sometimes we feared that the fences would 
give way before their mad onset, while the dust rose 
in suffocating clouds, filling the atmosphere and 
mingling with our food, which was thus rendered 
almost unfit for use. The bellowing, roaring and 
moaning of the herd could only be likened to the 
wild confusion of a battle-field. Many of the savage 
bulls in their fury turned their horns, sharp as 
bayonets against their own kindred. The proud 
padrote, his dusky mate, and the tender heifer, 
shared alikein the slaughter. The next day numbers 
Jay gored to death in the dust of the corrals, while 
others presented ghastly wounds. Soon the carcasses 
began to putrefy, which, added to the particles of dust 
floating through the air we breathed, rendered the 
atmosphere intolerable. Many more of the cattle 
died of suffocation, and others from an infectious 
disease induced by the crowded state of the herd and 
the noxious exhalations from the carcasses. We 
therefore lost no time in branding them that they 
might be set free, lest the infection should extend to 
the whole herd. 

“Animals affected manner exhibit no 


in this 


symptoms of the disease until immediatcly prior to | 
their demise, when they are observed to stagger a 
few paces and drop suddenly, as if shot by a rifle- 
ball;and yet the vultures scem to possess an intuitive 


knowledge of this approaching dissolution, in proof 
whereof, numbers of these feathery satellites of | 
death can be seen hovering around an animal which 
the scourge has doomed, although it is apparently 
still in perfect health. The infection, fortunately, is 
confined to the horned cattle, no instance of its 
transmission to other creatures occurring, except in 
the case of men venturing to skin the carcasses, when 
it assumes a different form. Persons who have thus 
exposed themselves are seized with a horrible swell- 
ing of the neck, commencing with a pimple not 
larger than a pin’s head, and gradually increasing in 
size until it extends to the cerebellum. Death is the 
inevitable result if the patient is not promptly at- | 
tended by a skillful physician. There were two or 
three cases of the kind among our own people, but 
by careful treatment we were fortunate enough to 
save them. There are, however, every year, many 
poor fellows in that improvident region, who, not 
having the same advantages, are carried away by the 
distemper.” 
Rupture of the Heart, 
The following case of rupture of the heart, and | 


other injuries, the result of what would appear to be 


a very inadequate cause, we find in the Boston Medi- | 


cal and Surgical Journal. 

The following is the report of the post-mortem ex- | 
amination of a man who came to his death in Provi- | 
dence, last week, under these circumstances. He 
entered the house of another person, who was lying | 
upon the bed recovering from a fit of intoxication, a | 
scuffle ensued, and shortly afterwards the deceased | 
+e found in a dying condition, or dead, by the outer | 

oor. 

“We, the undersigned, physicians of the city of | 
Providence, county of Providence, and State of Rhode 
Island, being called upon to make a post-mortem ex- | 
amination of the body of Hugh Tierney, at the Police | 


, Within the other. 


| heart, at the base of the wall dividing the two auri- 


cles, three quarters of an inch in length. There was 
a rupture of the membrane covering the liver, three 
inches in length, and effused blood had peeled it up 
over a space of three or four inches. About two 
' ounces of clotted blood was found in the abdomen, 
from the rupture of the liver. 

“From the foregoing facts, the undersigned give 
it as their opinion that the said Hugh Tierney came 
to his death from rupture of the heart, caused by 
J. W. C. Exy, M. D. 
G. L. Coniins, M.D. 


Organic Cells. 

The Jntcllectual Observer gives in This month’s 
journal an epitome of Karsten’s paper on the “ De- 
velopment of the Organic Cells” (Poggend rf’s 
Annalen). Karsten finds that the cell wall is not 
simple, but is composed of several cells placed one 
These are frequently regenerated 
from within outwards by the unfolding of the nuclear 
cell. Each of these cells passes through a course 
of development peculior to itself. The so-called 
nucleus is a nuclear cell. What are called 
the constrictions or segmentations of the cell-nucleus 
belong in fact to the same category as the so-termed 
germinating eclls. These forms are produced by 
the excessive development of daughter cells in a fully 


| violence. 


| vegetating parent cell which is in course of destruc- 


| tion. The rotation of the cell juices ap- 
pears to be a mere phenomenon of diffusion, endos- 
mosis co-operating on the one hand, and the property 
of assimilation possessed by the inclosed cell wall on 
the other, in a continuous act of intermingling the 
materials concerned.— Dublin Medical Press. 


To Destroy House Flies, 

It is perhaps not generally known that black 
pepper, not red, is a poison for many insects. The 
following simple mixture is said to be the best de- 
stroyer of the common house fly extant :—Take equal 
proportion of fine black pepper, fresh ground, and 
sugar, say enough of each to cover a ten cent piece ; 
moisten and mix well with a spoonful of milk (a 
little cream is better) ; keep that in your room, and 
it will keep down the flies. One advantage over 
other poison is, that it injures nothing else; and 
another that the flies seek the air, and never die in 
the house—the windows being open. 


. . . 
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PREMIUMS FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS. 
In response to frequent suggestions we have de- 


termined to offer strong inducements to subscribers | 
to aid in extending our circulation. There is no way | 


in which a physician can spend money to better 
advantage than in the purchase of books. Sub- 


scribers will add One DoLLAR’S WORTH OF BOOKs fo | 
subscriber they | 


their libraries here ft r, f r every new 
send us with the subscripti.n mony in advance for a 


year. The books will be sent by mail, postage paid. | 


Those who send new nanes will please designate 
any book or books they wish, provided only they 
are published in this country, to the amount of one 
dollar for each new name sent with the subscrip- 
tion for a year in advance. 

For any effort made by our subscribers to extend 


the circulation of the Reporter they will be well | 


repaid in the improvements it will give us the 
means of making in the work. The Reporrer 
is already the most widely circulated 
journal by far in the United States, but we 
anxious as speedily as possible to double its cir- 


medical 


are 


culation that we may be enabled to add corres- 
pondingly to its interest and usefulness. 

We print on another page a list of the more 
important medical books published, from which 
selections may be made. 


oo 


ODONTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF PENN- 
SYLVANTA, 


We were present on Tuesday evening, October 
bth, by invitation, at a meeting of the Odonto- 


graphic Society of Pennsylvania, an association of 


dentists recently established? with the view of pro- | 


moting scientific research in’ its relution to den- 
tistry. The meetings are held semi-montlily in 
the building of the Philadelphia Dental College, 
and judging from the character and standing of 


the gentlemen present, and the published trans- 


actions which are presented monthly in the Pen- ' 


tal Cosmos, we should infer that its membership | 


comprised much of the ability of the profession in 
the city. 

The object of the netite at which we were 
present was the reception of a description of a 
newly invented artificial velum, by Dr. N. W 
Krinestey, of New York city, who by invitation 
had brought with him models and a number of 


the appliances adapted to different descriptions of | 


[Vot. X. 
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\. cases. This instrument, which is designed to sub- 


| 
| the hard or soft palate, or both, and has claimed 


| for it by its inventor a fitness for its office which 


stitute nature in cases of congenital clefts either of 


| will make surgical operations in any case undesir- 
able and unnecessary, is certainly one of the most 
| ingenious surgical appliances we have ever seen. 
It is claimed by its inventor that it will perform 
every function of the palate as far as the modula- 
tions of voice are concerned, and it really looks as 
ifit might. The apparatus is light, weighing, we 
should think, not over a drachm ; the adaptation 
| to the natural parts is very simple, being so de- 
signed that every advantage shall be taken of the 
surrounding muscular features. Whether the good 
offices which are claimed for it will be accomplished, 
remains, we should infer, to be in part at least, 
tested. While, deductively, we should think that 
| not a jot too much was claimed, yet no harm can 
come in waiting to see more before commendation 
is too freely bestowed. The apparatus is made 
rubber, 
shape as to make a description somewhat difficult. 
The its 
to be the getting of an exact model of the parts to 


from vulcanized aud is so peculiar in 


greatest trouble in construction seems 


be fitted. This the inventor does by the use of 
mixing it up as described in the making 
it 


plaster ; 


of plaster splints, and in this state holding 


| against the parts until it hardens. Dr. Kinesury 
claims that the instrument will last several years, 
but as the expense of making it seems to be alto- 
gether in the model, we presume that its renewal 
at any time would be a matter of little cost. 

The members of the society were so favorably 
impressed with Dr. KiyasLey’s invention as to 
vote him a gold medal. 

Dr. Jacos GinuiaMs, the oldest living dentist we 
believe in this country, is President of the Odonto- 
graphic Society. 

We will add that Dr. 
modesty, and the esprit de corps exhibited by him 


Kinegsuey’s unaffected 
in freely and unreservedly imparting to the dental 
profession a minute description of every step of 
the process in the manufacture of the instrument, 


| made a very favorable impression on the audience, 
| who showed their appreciation of his disinterested 


conduct in the manner stated above. We trust 
that in this respect Dr. Kinestey’s example will be 





NOTES AND 


contagious, and that every new dental discovery 


of importance to the- well-being of mankind, will 
in like manner be freely imparted to the profession. 


READING—CONFERENCE—-WRITING. 





The medical man needs to be well read, quick | 
of thought and action, and exact in his profes- 


sional and literary efforts. To accomplish these 
ends three things are needful. 


First—a good library of modern books, which 


should be used, and not merely kept as an orna- | 


ment and show in the ofiice. 

Second—frequent intercourse and interchange 
of thought, experience and observation with his 
fellow practitioners, is essential to the proper and 


ready application, when needed, of the ideas ab- 


COMMENTS. 
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and therefore if a man write little, he had need 
have a great memory; if he confer little, he had 
need have a present wit; and if he read little, he 
| had need have much cunning to seem to know 
what he doth not know.”’ 


a 


Notes and‘ Comments. 


. 


Sick and Wounded Soldiers. 
On the 2tth of September last the number of sick 
| and wounded soldiers in the different hospitals 
throughout the country was 57,713—a reduction of 
nearly one third from the number in hospital at 
| the same time last year. Although the cartel of 
| exchange is virtually suspended, deliveries of sick 
and wounded are of frequent occurrence at City 
| Point—the prisoners being placed on parole. 


sorbed from books. He should therefore frequently | 


seek the company of medical men, and always try 
to receive and impart some practical and useful 
thought. 
than association in medical societies. Each county 
in this State and in every State of the Union where 
there are enough medical men, should have a 
medical society, and the meetings should be held 
at least once in three months. They will be found 


to be promotive of good feeling, to diffuse know- 


ledge, and to be beneficial in many other ways. | 


The public will always respect more, and put 
greater cohfidence in the physician who belongs to 
a medical society. The fact that he is in frequent 
intercourse with the first medical men of his city, 
county and state, is of itself a recommendation to 
the confidence and support of the community. 

Third—to be exact in his professional and 
literary efforts, the pen should frequently be had 
recourse to, to record the thoughts, ideas, obser- 
vations and experiences that result from his daily 
Isbors and his intercourse with his fellow prac- 
titioners. What a loss there is to the world 
because of the neglect of men to record their 


observations! How rapidly would our profession 


advance in knowledge, if its members would instruct | 


themselves and others by writing down what they | 


have learned. There are vehicles enough now for 
the propagation of ideas, and there need be no ex- 
cuse for not using them. 

Bacom says, ‘‘Reading maketh a full man, con- 
‘erence a ready man, and writing an exact man; 


For this purpose there is no better plan | 


A Handsome Compliment.*j 
A splendid service of silver, costing about two 
thousand dollars, has arrived in Washington, intended 
as a bridal offering from the medical officers of the 
Army of the Potomac to Dr. LETTERMAN, Medical 
| Director, who is to be married on Thursday to Miss 
Lex, of Frederick county, Md. 
A very handsome compliment to a worthy and 
deservedly popular man, and efficient officer. 


Sick and Wounded Connecticut Soldiers. 
Dr. Wa. M. Wu ITE, commissioner for Connecticut, 
will soon leave Washington for Hilton Head and 
Beaufort, under instructions from Goy. BuCKINGHAM, 
to look after the comfort of the sick and wounded 
Connecticut soldiers. 
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LETTER FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, September 1oth, 1863. 
Ophthalmia from the use of Sulphur. 

M. Bovisson gives some interesting details on a 
kind of ophthalmia produced by the sulphuring of 
vines. From the moment this practice was had re- 
course to for the purpose of destroying the oidium, 
it was perceived that sore eyes became very prevalent 
among the laborers engaged in that work. Sulphur 
is employed under the form of a sublimate called 
flowers of sulphur, or else in a triturated state. In 
| the former case it contains a small, but perceptible 
| quantity of free sulphuric acid—in the latter case 
| there is hardly a trace of it and accordingly the sub- 
| limate is infinitely more effacious than the mere pow- 
| der. Under the microscope the powder presents ir- 

regular forms ending in angles and points, while the 
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flowers appear under the form of very small round 
globules, hence the mechanical action of the former 


is much more irritating than the flowers of sulphur. | 


But mechanical irritation of the sulphuric acid 
on the conjunctiva being less active than the 
chemical one, triturated sulphur is less injurious to 
the eye than flowers of sulphur. Regarding the 
instruments used for the diffusion of sulphur, the 
bellows are less hurtful to the eyes than the sieve, 
which scatters about a great deal of the powder in 
the air. A man works 7 hours per day, during which 
time he expends about 20 pounds of sulphur—the 
operation lasts five days per hectare (23 acres) and 


is repeated three or four times during the season.— 


Sore eyes are chiefly prevalent during the Jast sul- 
phuring process, showing that heat and drought 
increase the irritating effects of sulphur. Women 
and children being chiefly employed in the operation 
they are most subject to this kind of ophthalmia, 
which however is not malignant, and generally con- 


sists in a mere inflammation of the conjunctiva.— | 


The mixture of sulphur and lime, recently proposed, 
is more hurtful to the eyes than sulphur alone, but a 
mixture of sulphur and plaster is better for the eyes, 
though detrimental to the respiratory organs. 


Sickness in Paris. 


The Union Medicale has received the following 
*< communicated”? note from the ministry of the in- 
terior: —‘* Your number of the 11th contains erro- 
neous details relative to the diseases which now pre- 
vail in Paris, both in the hospitals and private 
houses.  Diarrhcea and dysentery are habitual at this 


season of the year, when the heat is extreme on | 


account of excess in drinking and from the use of 
fruit. The cases which have occured have nothing 
of an abnormal or alarming character. Isolated cases 
of cholera are to be met with every year. Up to 
the present time only two have taken place, and not 
showing anything of an epidemic character. With 
regard to typhus fever, rather numerous cases have 
been met with, but it is very incorrect to say that they 
are of a dangerous character. On the contrary medi- 
cal men agree in affirming the mildness of the disease. 
At the Hépital de la Ribdisitre, where the author of 
the article points out a nfortality of nearly 50 per 
cent., there have been only five deaths out of 133 
patients treated for that disease. It is to be regretted 
that a journal, which has the means of being well in- 
formed should publish statements of a nature to ex- 
cite uneasiness in the public mind without verifying 
their exactitude.”? I must add that since the publi- 
eation of that article the weather has altogether 
changed, and the heat is now tempered by cool 
breezes, so that the epidemic which every one feared 
has entirely disappeared. . 


Ice in Diphtheria. 


Since mentioning in a former letter the use of ice 
in cases of diphtheria, I see that professional corres- 
pondents write in confident terms of its success. In 
a recent instance of an alarming nature, Mr. LInDLE, 
Surgeon, of Derby, applied it most beneficially. It 


appears that the same gentleman has used it with 
equal success for some time. 


The “Black Doctor” come to Grief. 

The well known black doctor, J. VRIES, was lately 
tried at Tribunal of Correctional Police, on charges 
of usurping the title of doctor and of illegally prae 

tising medicine. Among the papers found in his 
| possession, and put in as evidence, was the pro- 
| spectus of a work entitled ‘‘ Clef de la Nouvelle 
| Alliance,” presented to mankind as “ the revelation 
of a new era which shall forever close the abyss of 
| revolutions, and put an end to all the sufferings, 
| wars, and catastrophes afflicting nations.’? Really, 
it would be well to send a good uumber of copies of 
| this work to the Southern States! Notwithstanding 





| the noble object he had in view, VRIES was con- 
| demned to 2,000 francs fine, with six months lodging 
| in a prison where he will ruminate at his leisure on 


| the profound ingratitude of mankind. 
| 


Spiritism and Insanity. 

| Recent statistics show that in one of the lunatic 
asylums of the Department of the Rhone, one third 
of thepatients owe their infirmity of mind to spiritism. 
Bavarian Beer. 

The Berlin Faculty of Medicirie has commenced an 
| onslaught on the drinking of Bavarian Beer, which 
they declare to be the cause of innumerable cases of 
apoplexy. Bavarian beer, which was not known in 
| Prussia twenty years ago, is now largely consumed 
| in that country. 


Hare-lip and Cleft Palate. ° 

| At a late sitting of the Academy of Sciences Dr. 
| SEDILLOT read a paper on a remarkable case of hare- 
| lip, complicated with a wide split existing in the 
| roof of the mouth, or hard palate. Dr? Sepmxot, 

following Professor LANGENBECK’s method, first 
| detached the periosteum from the two osseous sur- 
faces of the palate right and left, and joined them 
| together, so as to close the hiatus. This was done 
on the 23d of May: on the 30th the roof of the mouth 
| was restored, except a small fissure still remaining at 
the further end. As it would have been the height 
| of imprudence to renew the operation before the 
newly closed parts were perfectly consolidated, 
| the operator waited until the 26th of August, when 
| the fissure was closed by means of a portion of peri- 
| osteum borrowed from the adjacent part. It was 
| remarked that the portion previously restored had 
| undergone no ossification, but had nevertheless been 
| covered by a new mucous membrane, while the 
| space which had been denuded of its periosteum had 
| received a fresh coating. 


Canine Madness. 


M, Sanson, a Veterinary Surgeon, has just pub- 
lished a pamphlet in which he states some remark- 
able facts on canine madness, commonly and erro- 
neously called hydrophobia. He asserts that the 
necessity of biting is by no means an inevitable con- 
sequence of this disease, and that dogs would cer- 
tainly die without any symptoms of phrenzy if they 








1863.] 


were entirely revived from causes of excitement.— 
To prove this assertion, he states that on the 27th of 
July, 1860, he inoculated two dogs and a horse with 
the saliva of a mad dog. On the 5th of August, one 
of the dogs became melancholy, remained in a lying 
posture, and refused food, on the 6th this state con- 
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which caused it to utter piercing cries ; these gripes 
continued during the morning—the dog’s features 
had undergone a change—its back was bent up, 
through the effect of pain, the seat of which was 
evidently in the intestines, its hind legs after a con- 
tinuance of convulsive motions became paralyzed, 


tinued—the animal did not disturb the straw in his | and it died 64 hours after taking the poison. On the 
kennel, and«did not bark, on the 7th it died without | day before its death a hen and six ducks died, and in 
having had any fit of phrenzy. The other dog and | those which were watched in time, the paralysis of 
the horse experienced no symptoms of disease; on, the legs was remarked. The two puppies which had 
the 9th of October, following, four dogs were inocu- s¢earcely touched the milk had meanwhile shown 
lated with the saliva of a mad dog that died on the symptoms of fatigue, by degrees they were seized 
llth, on the 31st following, one of the dogs died | with convulsive trembling and could hardly stand, 
with every symptom of furious madness. A few then came the acute pains which ended in death, 
days later another died, quietly, like the one men-/! although every precaution had been taken, appar- 
tioned in the first experiment, not having been ex- | ently in good time, to save their lives. All these 
posed to any provocation. The two remaining dogs animals being subjected to dissection there could 
continued in perfect health. M. Sanson also shows ; not be found the slightest corrosion, or even inflam- 
that a dog laboring under the first symptoms of the | mation of any consequence, only the gall-bladder of 
discase does not always display violent irritation ' the dog was found comsiderably extended, and in 
when it sees another dog. He concludes with the some of the ducks various sérous membranes, that 
following advice :—Not to excite a human patient by of the liver especially had assumed a whitish and 
offering drink or otherwise, whereby his sufferings granulous appearance. As to the nature of the 
are greatly and unnecessarily increased, but to keep , poison, if there could have been any doubt about it, 





him quiet, in which case it is likely he will expire | it would have been at once dispelled by the charac- 
with the least possible suffering and without fits. In teristic green band peculiar to thallium in the spectral 
support of this opinion of his, he quotes several 
cases of persons having fallen victims to the disease, 


and who, previous to their death, were constantly 
excited by their physicians and persons that attended 
them. In one of these cases, the physician states in 
his report that the patient was in a state of prostra- 
tion, and appeared calm—on being asked whether he 
would like to drink he accepted the offer with joy— 


| analysis of the organs of the dead animals. Eight 
| days later another hen was taken ill, its wings hung 
_ down, it could hardly walk, and when it wanted to 

peck its food its neck seemed to have lost its power 
; of bending down sufficiently, so that its beak did not 
| reach the food ; the hen was killed, and thallium found 
| in the intestines, but in a very small dose indeed, and 
_the other organs did not contain any. M. Larny 
| next administered a decigramme (a grain and a half) 


but he no sooner saw the bottle and glass than he 
was seized with a paroxysm. M. Sanson asks rea- | of the sulphate to a dog two months old, and it died 
sonably enough why he was offered any drink at all, | forty hours after taking it. Hence M. Larny justly 
and why he was not allowed to die in his state of infers that sulphate of thallium 1s a powerful poison, 
quiet prostration ? | producing pain in the intestines and paralysis in the 
Thallium. lower members. This poison and the nitrate have 
. | but little taste, and might therefore be used for crimi- 
Your readers are no doubt well acquainted with | z 
s s | nal purposes, but fortunately there is not a poison 
the history of the new metal, thallium, which has ; ; 
. Pi that can be traced with more certainty through 
been the subject of a dispute for priority between 4 
. | 8pectral analysis than these. This new method of 
Mr.CrookEs and M.Larny. The latter gentleman in | : : : 
‘ : | analysis generally bids fair to render excellent service 
a paper lately addressed to the Academy of Sciences, | . . : ate 
.. | in cases relating to forensic medicines. 
now announces a property of that metal, the dis- 
a 
covery of which undoubtedly belongs to him, viz., | 
its deleterious power. Having experienced certain | DOMESTIC. 
pains, especially in his lower limbs, while pursuing 
his studies on thallium, he was induced to attribute | 
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them to a noxious influence of that metal—and in | EDITOR MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER: 
order to ascertain whether such was the fact, he dis- 


solved five grammes, or about a dram of sulphate of | word of caution’? upon specialties, to which I beg 
thallium, in milk, and offered it to two puppies, each | leave to reply. 


In No. 18 present volume of the Reporter is “a 


about two months old. But after tasting the liquid| Your objections to specialties, because of the 
they left it, and could not be induced to take any tendency of specialists to advertise, may be met by 
more ; on the following day the milk which had been | a similar objection to a general practice because of a 
forgotten in the yard had disappeared, and it soon | tendency, whenever interest demands it to run into 
turned out that it had been partaken of by a dog, | some “ism” or “ party.”” As this was your only 
two hens and six ducks, for a few hours after in- reason given, for your opinion, I am not willing to 
gestion the dog became sad, and refused to eat, | yield the point at present. 

during the night it was seized with violent gripes,| Why, let me ask, is there so much charlatanism 














CORRESPONDENCE.» . [Vou X. 
and quackery in medicine? Why is public eonfi- | tion, in very few instances above mentioned. It 
dence so prone to neglect the regular practitioners? | requires constant handling to perfect our skill, in 
May I not safely answer by saying that it is because | diagnosis of such disease, and unless a physician 
the regular practitioner is not properly qualified to | becomes a specialist he may not see half a dozen 





fulfill the multiparous duties of his profession? I 
will venture more and say that I believe, that there 
are very few who receive the degree of medicine, who 
ever do, or ever can, approximate to that perfection: 


of knowledge which will enable them to serve the | 


public in a manner worthy of themselves or for the 
best interests of the profession, or which secures to 
the public all the benefits that medical science should 
give them. 

City practitionefs would not hardly be willing to 
become apothecaries, and were they to do so, one of 
three contingencies would follow, they would have to 
curtail their practice, or charge exorbitant fees or do 
injustice to their patients, lest financial troubles would 
follow to a fatal issue. Is it not true that the city phys- 
icians are true specialists in comparison, with their 
more numerous cotemporaries, country practitioners ? 

Once a country doctor, I can appreciatingly and 
intelligently advocate the cause of specialists. With 
a range of practice radiating twelve miles distant 
from a common centre, (a small field to many,) 
memory recalls the exhaustive labors of ten yeats ex- 
perience where facts and hot fancy made me a pedler 
of pills and potions, over hills and through dales, in 
sunshine and rain, snow and snow-drifts, night and 
day, until nature rebelled and taught me to approve 
the specialist. 

Think you, that there was much time for reading, 
for keeping posted with medical progress, for analysis 
of chronic disease? I was not a specialist, let me 
assure you, but an apothecary, a surgeon, a physi- 
cian, a dentist, a midwife, a collector, a “‘ jack-at-all 
trades? and good for but little at anyof them. _Is it 
any wonder that during epidemics of dysentery and 
typhoid fever, the pathies, and ics and isms, held 
glorious court, and that the festivities closed with 
popular eclat to those who could devote care and 
time to patients, of whom there is a large class, and 
who love the “ Doctor’ better than medicine, and 
who need his counsel more ? 

Not all the doctors who offer themselves as Homeo- 
paths, and Electrics, and Hydropaths are quacks, 
but rather (if not honestly such) charlatans, who 
hold out a handle for the public to grasp, out of 
pure selfishness, and while treating patients upon 
correct principles, cloaked for the game, they attri- 
bute to their outside garment all their success which 
belongs and ought to be attributed to legitimate 
science. Need I claimthat familiarity with signs and 
symptoms of disease is essential to correct diagnosis 
and of course intelligent treatment? Let me appeal 
to those who examine the retina with the ophthalmo- 
scope, the membrana tympani or its surroundings, 
the os tince in uterine-diseases, incipient hypertrophy 
of the heart, or tuberculosis in its various manifesta- 
tions, ovarian dropsy and cancerous degeneration. 
I am confidént that there are many of our best and 
most intelligent physicians who are not able to in- 
telligently prescribe, in cases, demanding iuvestiga- 


| cases during a life time. 


How has medical progress been made in the last 


| quarter of. a century? To whom do we look for ad- 


vice and counsel if not to specialists? Where would 
American practice be without its FLivt, GerHakp, 
WitiiaMs, Hays, Hewson, Litre.i, Hamitton, and 
a host of others who have devoted their time and 
attention to special departments of surgery and 





medicine? I am not willing t yield my opinions 
| upon this matter unless you give me greater evidence 
| that you are correct, while I cordially grant that your 
| rank.as a journalist and your professional character 


| entitles you to the highest respect. W. 
Springfield, Mass. 
cities ndlpaglideicds 
READY RECORD FOR BIRTHS AND 
DEATHS. 


| Eprtor MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER : 

Having taken a lively interest in the enactment of 
| the law for the registration of births, marriages and 
deaths, in the city of Philadelphia, I am equally 
anxions that its success should be complete, and its 
present popularity maintained. With this view I 
desire to call the attention of the members of the 
medical profession in this city, as well as those else- 
where, toa very neat and convenient “ready record ”? 
for transcribing births and deaths, which has been in- 
troduced by Messrs. Linpsay & BLakIsTON, of No. 25 
south 6th street, in this city, into their incomparable 
little pocket diary for 1864, called ‘“ Physicians’ 
Visiting List,”? and prepared expressly for the pro- 
fession. . 

The great popularity of this annual renders it 
entirely superfluous to say a word by way of recom- 
dation ; it speaks for itself, and I am sure that those 
who have used it for.a single year would not fail to 
provide themselves with one annhally thereafter.— 
Their usefulness and conyenience can only be esti- 
mated by those who have carried them. Now that a 
few pages have been added with printed headings 
adapted for registering the births and deaths, and 
corresponding with the blanks prepared by the 
Health Officer, they are still more valuable, will save 
much trouble and remove an objection made by 
those required to report their cases that they must 
always keep loose memorandums and transcribe 
them on returning home,., This improvement leaves 
every one without an excuse, as they can have at all 
times a blank reeord at hand, and one well adapted 
for the permanent, preservation of their births and 
deaths. 





PHILADELPRIA, Oct..1864, Ww. J. 
A Giant. 
M. Brice, “the giant of the Vosges Mountains,” 
is visiting Edinburgh. He ie 8. feet 4 feet 6 


round the chest, wears e ring presented to by the 
Emperor, which is three times as large as ordinary 
rings, and sleeps on a bed 9 feet 6 inches long. 
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PAPAPLA LALLY 


Army and Navy News. 


Looking after Convalescents. 

‘ Surgeon Jos1an Srmmpson, Medical Director of the 
Middle Department, left Baltimore a few days ago, 
having received orders to visit all the Army Hospitals 
in the Middle and Northern States, and examine the 
patients therein confined who have been absent after 


the expiration of their respective furloughs. The 
War Department has good reasons for believing that 
a considerable number of patients in these hospitals 
have o far recovered as to be able for active duty in 
the field. x 


Trusses for Enl'sted Men. 

By a circular from the Surgeon-General’s Office, it 
is ordered that Medical Directors.in cities where 
there are several general hospitals, shall designate 
one in each city, at which enlisted men requiring 
trusses, will report. themselves to the Surgeon in 
charge, to be measured for and fitted with the proper 
instruments. 

Medical Purveyors are ordered to cause to be made 


and to furnish trusses, corresponding in measure 
and description, with the requisition to be made in 
each case in lieu of the usual issue, which will be 
discontinued to all the general hospitals. where this 
arrangement can be carried into effect. ‘ 


The Troops at Norfolk, Yorktown and vicinity. 
The executive committee of the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission which met in Washington recently, re- 
port as follows concerning the health of the troops at 
Norfolk, Yorktown and vicinity. , 

“The condition of the troops at Norfolk, York- 
town, and thereabouts, was represented as bad, very 
bad, and growing worse.:#These poor fellows are 
thoroughly saturated with the malaria of the Penin- 
sula, and no quantities of quinine or whiskey can re- 
lieve them. Change is the great desideratum.* Dr. 
STIMERS was directed to wait upon the acting Sur- 
geon-General, and urge the transfer of these troops 
ere it should be too. late. Col. Barnes, acting Sur- 

eon-General, replied that the Medical Inspectors 

ad already recommended a change, and that still 
further efforts would be made for relief. 


Dismissed. 

By direction of the President, Surgeon J. C. FisHer 
United States Volunteers, has been dismissed the ser- 
vice for persistent failure in making to the Surgeon- 
General’s office monthly reports of station and duties 
as required by circular from that office. 


The U. 8. Sanitary Commission at Gettysburg. 

The Surgeon and Assistant Surgeons in charge of 
the wounded at Gettysburg have united in an address 
expressing their gratification at the manner in which 
. the affairs of the commission have been managed at. 
that place since the late battle. The surgeons say 
they are convinced that the system adopted by the 
Sanitary Commission, of disbursing their supplies 
only on the requisition of a surgeon, is the only 
proper and safe method. Any other course neces- 
sarily supposes an extra force, which is calcnlated to 
camber the with irresponsible attendants, 
and to distract the public benefactions, if not divert 
them from a just and equal distribution among the 
patients for whom they are intended. — 


ARMY: AND NAVY NEWS. 
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News and Miscellany. 


New York City Dispensaries. 

The monthly report shows that during September 
medical and surgical services, vaccination and medi- 
cine were afforded gratuitously to 7,649 persons by 
the New-York, Northern, Eastern, and Northwestern 
Dispensaries. Of these were treated at their dwel- 
lings, 1,226; at the Dispensaries, 6,473; and 821 
were vaccinated ; 18,536 prescriptions were gratui- 
tously dispensed at the several offices, being an 
ave’ of more than two to each patient. The 

n causes of death Were phthisis and marasmus. 

e prevailing diseases chiefly affected the digestive 
system. 

A New Disease in Charleston, 8.C, 

The South Carolinian, formerly, and we suppose 
still edited by our old friend Dr. Roser? W. Grsexs, 
says that a new disease has broken ont in Charleston 
to which he gives the naine of “ Febris Crustacea.” 
We will not give the symptoms, whieh he details = 
minutely. Suffice it to say that the disease’ wil 
probably last while the city is held at the mercy of 
Gen. Grimore’s batteries, and that the mere utter- 
ance of the cabalistic words, ‘* Hold—enough?!”’ will 
prevent a fatal termination. 


Population cf the World. 

A Berlin professor finds that Europe contains 
72,000,000 inhabitants, .Asia 720,000,000, Africa 
89,000,000, America 200,000,000, and Polynesia 
2,000,000—total, 1.283,000,000. Of this little crowd 
about 32,000,000 die in each year, which is 87,761 a 
day, or 61 minute. Another professor calculates 
that 36,627,848,275,075,855. people have lived on the 
earth since the creation. 


“Bitters”? Worse than a Humbug. 


The Agriculrurist,* that dauntless and intelligent 
exposure of quackery and humbuge of all kinds, has 
the following remarks on the subject of “ Bitters,” 
in its number for October. The subject is a very 
serious one, and our profession should earnestly 
labor to arouse the public to a sense of their danger. 
Let our readers get this article copied into their local 
papers. It is earnest, sensible, and to the point. 


The land is full of bitterness. We speak not now 
of the woe and anguish caused by war, but of what 
promises to be scarcely less disastrous in its results 
upon individuals and families. During the present 
year we have traveled four or five thousand miles, 
through different parts of the country. In all that 
route there has hardly been a point where the eye did 
not meet an advertisement of somebody’s “ Bitters.”’ 
Upon every available space, on the walls of build- 
ings, on the fences, on the surface of rocks and 
stones, upon the bridges-and telegraph poles, indeed 
everywhere ‘* Bitters,”?—‘‘ Strengthening - Bi Weg 
“Healing Bitters.” “ Tavignees Bitters,” “ Life 
Saving Bitters, » or some other “‘ Bitters ”—stare one 
in the face. This is most strikingly the case in some 
portions of Illinois. 80, too, the newspapers abound 
in advertisements of these various. bitters; and in 
every hotel, tavern, and down to the smallest 3 by 4 
drinking shop, attractive rows of bottles labeled 
** Bitters” are ev to be seen. We know of 
large glass manufactories run almost exclusively in 
the manufacture. of bottles for Bitters.—Now all this 
costs a “‘ mint of money,” and this money has al- 





* The Amertean ; 
. ~ Agriculturist, Orange Judd, Editor, New 
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ready come and is coming from those who buy and 
drink those Bitters—showing an immense consump- 
tion. 

But what are these “ Bitters ?”—With scarcely an 
exception, they are essentially a cheap form of al- 
cohol—whiskey, gin or rum. Most contain a little 
bitter extract—some more, some less—added as a 
blind, or as a slight tonic. Take out the alcohol, and 
all that remains would not amount to much—good 
or bad. Whiskey, or gin, that under its own proper 
name would not sell for fifty cents a gallon, is put 
into bottles costing four to seven cents each, five to 
eight bottles to the gallon, labeled at the cost of a 
penny, and sold at a dollar a bottle, or at least five 
dollars a gallon. The attractive label, the great 
stories told of the healing and strengthening prop- 
erties, lead people to pay these prices. This much 
is sheer humbug. But there is a worse feature. We 
stopped at the house of a western farmer who would 
not for the world incite in his children a taste for and 
love of alcoholic drinks. Yet influenced by the ad- 
vertisement in his family paper, and a religious one 
at that, he had bought and used several bottles of 
these bitters, and supposing us to be wearied with a 
long day’s travel, he proffered us a glass of “‘strength- 
ening bitters.”? Two of his little boys were given a 
spoonful each before breakfast—‘‘to keep off the 
chills.”” We told him he was feeding them with gin, 
and laying the foundation for a drunkard’s life and 
a drunkard’s grave. 

We constantly meet with persons who daily use 
these ** bitters.”? The temporary stimulant afforded 
by the alcohol, deceives them into the belief, that 
they are ‘: invigorating,” or “ strengthening.”? When 
the excitement subsides, and the natural reaction and 
lassitude follow, they take another dose, and so go 
on. We say in dll seriousness, that the enormous 
sale and use of these ‘‘ bitters ”? is doing more to pro- 
duce wide-spread dissipation and drugkenness, by 
begetting a taste for alcohol, than eaff be counter- 
acted by the efforts of all the Temperance Societies 
that have yet been organized. Let us beg of every 
man who would not bring up his family to be drunk- 
ards, and who would keep out of temptation himself, 
to banish these “ bitters”? of every kind from his house, 
and discourage their sale in the community. We 
have had column after column.of advertisements of 
them offered for the Agriculturcst, but we would as 
600n admit advertisements of sugar pellets which we 
knew contained concealed arsenic or strychnine. 





MARRIED. 


Brre—Kinsey.—At the residence of the bride’s father, 
Hokendunqua, on the 12th inst., by Rev. C. Earle, J. Fred 
Berg, M. D.,; of New Brunswick, N.J.,and Emma W., youngest 
daughter of Samuel Kiusey, Exq. 

ELAM—SANDERSON.—On Tuesday, Sept. 22d, at thé parish 
church, Sheifield, by Rev. C. E. Camidge, M. A., of Wakefield, 
Charles Elam. M. D., and Helen Atvusta, fourth daughter of 
i F. Sanderson, Esq., of Endcliffe Grange and of New 

ork. . 

MaNDEVILLE—Tert.—In Hoboken, on Wednesday, October 
7th, by Rev. Dr. Abeel, Frederick B. Mandeville, M. D., of 
bahar and Sarah Teel, dauyhter of George T. Teel, Esq., of 

wboken. 

Rosixnson—Cox.—On Thursday, October 8th, 1863, at the 
residence of the bride’s futher, Buckingham, Bueks County, 
Pa., by the Rev. Joho Tetlow, William T. Robiuson, M. D., 
wurgeon of 104th Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, and 
Mary M., youngest daughter of Justice Fox, ~_ 

Rorer—Ptavtt.—At Glenwood, Frankford, Philadeiphia, at 
the residence of the bride’s mother, September 29th, by Rev. 
H. A. Hunsicker, J.. Warreu Royer, M W., of the Trappe, 
Montg »mery Couaty, and Anna Herbert Pigutt, of the former 





iS  eaeaeae a 
DIED. 
Hooxer.—On the 8th iust., at. the residence of her brother- 


in-law, Albert Baldwin, Eliza B., daughter of Dr. Charles 
Hooker, deceased, of New Haven. 


MISCELLANY. [Vor. X, 





































































































October { 5, ; 6, ; 7, 8, ; 9, ; 10,, 11 
if N.W.) W. |8. W./S. W.N. WW.) W. ON. W. 
| Clear.|Clear. C1 nests Clear.'Cl’dy Cl 
ear.|Clear.|Clear.|Hea’y Clear..Cl’'dy Clear. 
Weather.... Fog. | Sh’er. 
Sh’er. 
Depth Rain... 1-10 ! 
54° | 52° | 41° | 40° 
58 54 52 52 
66 61 61 57 
68 | 63 58 61 
61.5) 57.5) 63 | 52.5 
Barometer. | } j 
At 12 M........ 30.1} 30.2) 30. 29.9) 30.1! 30.1: 30.2 
Germantown, Pa. B. J. Leepom. 
~~. 
$75) 24 0 24l Fels « 
VITAL &e- 4 5 g 3-| Brlees 
6 Se 5 Se oe) =; OFIZS a 
STATISTICS.) 3 43 ™ 43| 8 44) § ws \2s8 
BS 23k Se = 3s S Seiste 
RES eES| AES BESESS 
580,000 | 950,000) 240,000 180,000 52,000 
149 198 56 57 65 
121 222 49 44 62 
143 206 52 62 56 
113 2u9 47 s 67 
69 145 + 48 
270 420 105 101 127 
46.55 44.21 | 43.50 56.11 | 244.23 
AMECTICA ........000000 194 258 ove 67 105 
Foreign. . ssssosseeee we 59 162 we 34 22 
N@g70 ....000000 ~soeevens 9 2 21 1 2 
Zruotic Disesses, 
Cholera, Asiatie.. ... ese 1 ese bee ae 
Cholera {nfantum .. 5 11 ove 8 15 
Cholera Morbus.... eke 1 one gee ose 
} 16 20 4 2 1 
§ 13 1 6 8 
4 15 8 2 2 
4 10 3 4 23 
oe ooo eee oe 1 
Fever, Intermittent eee 1 1 wee we 
Fever, Remittent... ooo eos ose oes 
Fever, Scarlet........ 3 ll 1 eed 
Fever, Typhoid..... 19 10 4 7 4 
Fever, Typhus....... 1 6 ooo rom 1 
Fever, Yellow........ oon on én ooo sib 
Hvoping-cough...... eve 1 5 Sie 3 
Tn flan .....000..0000 o ens see eee oe 
Measles.. ......c00esseee 1 2 ose ooo 1 
Small Pox............ ooo deo 4 eco ot 
a ag os 2 one pee ée ee 
UBD ., ...000-eeseeees ove ove ve on oe 
Sporavic Disgases _ 
Albuminaria......... oss 9 oe So wee 
Apoplexy...... ° 4 7 -- 3 1 
Consumption 28 61 22 11 16 
Convulsions -| - 8 33 2 3 3 
DOT 7 7 12 1 8 "3 
Gan-shot Wounds.. 3 — = 04 peo 
Intemperance........ 3 2 pn ase 2 
Marasmus ....00 000 ll 36 aw 6 2 
Pleurisy .......cecceree exp 2 os eve os 
Pneumonia ........... 12 28 3 4 3 
Puerperal Fever.... one 3 oy bee 1 
Serofula ........00-000+ ons 3 on ite 1 
Violence and Ace'ts 5° 15 ti hos 5 
* Under 5 years. 
——_sao__——— , 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


state that MANUSCRIPT INTENDED FUR PUBLICATION MUsT BE 
WRITTEN ON BUT ONE giDe of the sheet. If greater cure was 
taken fn the preparation of copy, much tronble would be 
nt to and tukes would rarely or never be 
made. 


BACK NUMBERS, 


305, 
will please remember and send money to 
for as many of the numbers are 





, Survertox.—suddenly ou Saturday, October 3d, of typhus 
fever, Arthur A. shiverick, M. D., in the 38th year of his age. 


postage, sea: 
wo have to pre-pay the-postage, two cine a Suaiber: 


For the information of those who are not authors, ve will 


Subseribers desiring old back numbers (except! Nos. 304, 
308, 309, and 310, which are still due, a “will be sen 3 
‘them, : 
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